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KeyMessages

w National framework Is needed faptimizing the
combined use of Earth Observation Satellites (EOS)
data, routine health information data and other
Remote&ensing (RS) data for advancing target

specific SDG Goal 3 goal at national andrsational
levels.

w National ownership, intesectoralcollaboration,
technicalinfrastructure,competent workforce and
adequate financeare essentiafor countries to
utilize EOS and RS data.
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Space for global health

Special report of the Inter-Agency Meeting on Outer Space
Activities on the use of space science and technology within the
United Nations system for global health

Introduction

1. The General Assembly. in its resolution 69/83, on international cooperation in
the peaceful uses of outer space, urged the Inter-Agency Meeting on Quter Space
Activities (UN-5pace), under the leadership of the Office for Outer Space Affairs of
the Secretariat, to continue to examine how space science and technology and their
applications could contribute to implementing the Millennium Declaration and to
the post-2015 development agenda process, and encouraged entities of the Umited
Nations system to participate, as appropriate, in UN-Space coordination efforts to
that effect

2. UN-Space serves as the focal point for inter-agency coordination and
cooperation in space-related activities within the United Nations system. At its
thirty-fourth session, held in New York on 13 and 14 May 2014, UN-Space recalled
that its previous special reports had addressed the following themes
(A/AC 105/1064, para. 17) new and emerging techuologies, applications and
initiatives for space-related inter-agency cooperation (see A/AC.103/843); space
benefits for Africa: contribution of the United Nations system (see A/AC.105/941);
use of space technolegy within the United Nations system to address climate change
issues (see ASAC.105/991); and space for agriculture development and food security
(see A/AC.105/1042)

3. At its thirty-fourth on, UN-Space agreed that the mext special report
should address the theme of space for global health (A/AC.105/1064, para. 18).

4. The present report was prepared by the Office for Quter Space Affairs in
cooperation with the World Health Organization (WHO). the Cartographic Section
of the Department of Field Support of the Secretariat and the secretariat of the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
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L. Introduction

P — Office for Outer Space Affairs

authority for health within the United Nations. It is responsible for providing
leadership on global health matters, shaping the health research agenda, setting
norms and standards, articulating evidence-based policy options, providing
technical support to countries to strengthen their health systems, assisting countries
in reaching the health-related targets of the Sustainable Development Goals and
monitoring and assessing health trends

2 The Office for OQuter Space Affairs of the Secretariat is the implementing

organization for the United Nations Programme on Space Applications, which is »
mandated to provide technical advisory services on the use of space science O‘ l I l I Iel I
technology and applications as requested by Member States or any of the [

specialized

gencies

3 There exists a wide range of space science and technology applications that
address public health issues. Earth observation satellites enable us to collect
valuable local, regional and global data and information in support of public health .

decision-making, for example, with regard to epidemic control, disease
management, planning related to well-being. and studying and menitering vector-

borne diseases
4. Telecommunications satellites are used in tele-health and telemedicine ‘ to e r
applications for transmitting medical advice and information, in particular in rural

and isolated locations that have limited access to adequate medical support
Telecommunications satellites can also assist in tracking the delivery of essemtial
medical supplies and health commodities. Tele-health solutions aid countries in
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Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space

Report on the United Nations Expert Meeting on the
International Space Station Benefits for Health

(Vienna, 19-20 February 2014)
I. Introduction

1. The United Nations Expert Meeting on the Intemational Space Station
Benefits for Health was held in Vienna on 19 and 20 February 2014. The Meeting
was part of the Human Space Technology Initiative, an initiative carried out within
the framework of the United Nations Programme on Space Applications
(see www oosa unvienna org/oosa’en/SAP/hstifindex html)

2. The Meeting focused on facilitating dialogue to extend the benefits of the
International Space Station (ISS) for health The Meeting was designed to compile
existing or new information related to the six leadership priorities of the World
Health Orgamzation (WHO), as defined by the sixty-sixth World Health Assembly
in its twelfth general programme of work for the six-year period 2014-2019, and to
facilitate a dialogue between ISS partner agencies and WHO aimed at identifying
potential areas of collaboration where the needs and requirements of the health
sector intersected with the benefits derived from space applications and
technologies

3. The Meeting was organized by the Office for Outer Space Affairs of the
Secretariat. WHO and the parter agencies of the ISS programme. namely. the
Canadian Space Agency (CSA), the European Space Agency (ESA), the Japan
Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA). the National Aeronautics and Space
Admimstration (WASA) of the Umted States of America and the Russian Federal
Space Agency (Roscosmos) participated in the Meeting

4. The present report has been prepared pursmant to General Assembly
resolution 68/75. It describes the background. objectives and programme of the
Meeting. It also provides a summary of the current leadership priorities of WHO
and the health-related activities of the participating ISS partner agencies, describes
the identified shared problems related to providing health care for astronauts on 1SS
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Meeting the Demand for Results and Accountability: A

Call for Action on Health Data from Eight Global Health
Agencies

Margaret Chan'*, Michel Kazatchkine?, Julian Lob-Levyt®, Thoraya Obaid®, Julian Schweizer®, Michel
Sidibe®, Ann Veneman’, Tadataka Yamada®

| WHO | Global Fund | GAVI | UNFPA |
|World Bank | UNAIDS | UNICEF |
|Gates Foundation|

PLoS Med. 2010 Jan 26;7(1):€1000223. doi: 10.1371/journal.pmed.1000223.
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Meeting the Demand for Results and Accountability: A
Call for Action on Health Data from Eight Global Health
Agencies highlights the following key points

wlincrease Levels and Efficiency of
Investments in Health Information

wDevelop Common Data Architecture

w Strengthen Performance Monitoring
and Evaluation

wlncrease Data Access and Use
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